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ﬁ Optional Practical Training (OPT)

OPT is a 12 month temporary employment
authorization that provides an opportunity for F-1
students to apply knowledge acquired from their
academic program to a work experience in their
major field of study.

Training is:
U Temporary

dYou remain on an F-1 nonimmigrant visa, however your
employment may lead to a H-1B work visa

d Optional
ANot part of a curriculum (unlike CPT)
dYou either use OPT or you don't

d Paid or Unpaid
QEmphasis is on training, not on paid status.




&) Types of Work Allowed on OPT

————

d Regular paid employment in a position related to
your degree

d Payment by multiple short-term employers

O Work for hire (sometimes referred to as 1099
employment based on contractual work)

d Self-employed business owner
d Employment through an agency

d Volunteer work or unpaid internships
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 Must be related to your major field of study on the

current degree level (item 5 on old I-20; Program of
Study on new I-20)

[ Cannot be authorized to work in minor/ previous degree



Optional Practical Training (OPT)
(cont.)

X . q
\
Sy
>

————

 Job offer is not necessary for OPT employment
authorization approval

d Recommended by International Student & Scholar
Services

Q Authorized by USCIS (US Citizenship & Immigration
Services)



<) OPT Eligibility

A Maintaining lawful F-1 status

[ Cannot begin employment until you have completed at
least 1 full academic year in status (not in an
English training program

a Intgnd to get a job directly related to your program of
study

[ Have not completed more than 364 days of full-time
I(:urrlcular Practical Training (CPT) at this degree
eve

d Have not been authorized for an equivalent of 12
months of OPT work authorization for the same
degree level or higher



ﬁ When OPT Can Occur

——

d Prior to Degree Completion (Pre-completion OPT)

A During annual vacation (e.g. summer break)

A While school is in session (Fall and Spring Semesters):
Only part-time OPT is allowed (your on-campus and off-
campus employment is limited to 20 hours per week)

A When all course work has been completed and only
thesis/dissertation or an equivalent remains)

O After Degree Completion (Post-completion OPT)
[ Once all degree requirements are completed: Full-time
OPT is Allowed
[ Post-completion OPT is the most common.




q Duration of OPT

L Maximum OPT work benefit is 12 months of
employment

L Part-time and full-time OPT are subtracted at the same rate
(e.g., part-time is not subtracted at a 2 rate)

dPre-completion OPT is subtracted from the 12 month
OPT benefit

dPre- and Post-completion OPT combined cannot
exceed 12 months

[ Must complete initial Post-Completion OPT no later than
14 months after your program end date regardless of the
OPT employment start date

 STEM Fields may be eligible for a 24-month extension of
OPT- http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-
employment/#stem
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O ﬁ When to Apply for OPT

——

USCIS application processing may take 3 months
so plan ahead and submit applications early.

A Applying for Pre-completion OPT (to be able to work
before graduation)

[ During 15t year: As early as 90 days before completing
your first academic year in status

 After 15t year: As early as 90 days prior to the work
authorization date you request.

d Applying for Post-completion OPT (to work after
graduation)

As early as 90 days prior to your program end date.
Your application must be received by USCIS by no later
than 60 days after your program end date.



-~ Up to 90 days before
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within the 60

days

Application must
be received by
USCIS before the
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on the EAD Card
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Master Student’s

Anticipated Final
Semester

Date Final Thesis

Submitted to
ProQuest
Before 4:45 pm

Minimum 599 Thesis Research
Hours Required by Graduate

Understanding Completion Date
for Master’s Programs

Latest End-Date for I-20/DS-
2019 and On-Campus
Employment

01/19/2022

0 Hours 599 08/01/2020
08/26/2020
Fall 2020 - J’4 o
AlTler 4.4 W
1 Hour 599 12/12/2020
08/26/2020 ou
Before 4:45
store %4 pm 0 Hours 599 12/12/2020
. 01/13/2021
Spring 2021 After 4:45 PM on
, : B N
S 1 Hour 599 05/01/2021
aii?;:;: P 0 Hours 599 05/01/2021
Summer 2021 v I4 15 PM
ATler 4.4 WVl On
599 7/31/20
e 1 Hour 07/31/2021
Before 4:45
D;EOB:EEDN pm 0 Hours 599 07/31/2021
Fall 2021 o
F er 4.
1 Hour 599 12/11/2021
08/25/2021 oH
Before 4:45
store &5 pm 0 Hours 599 12/11/2021
. 01/19/2022
Spring 2022 After 4:45 PM on
prEr 1 Hour 599 05/07/2022




Understanding Completion Date
for Doctoral Programs

y

Doctoral Student’s Date Final Dissertation Minimum 699 Research Latest End-Date for I-20/DS-
Anticipated Final . Hours Required by Graduate 2019 and On-Campus
Submitted to ProQuest
Semester School Employment
Before 4:45 pm
5 699 /017202
08/04/2020 0 Hours 65 08/01/2020
After 4:45 pm 08/04/2020
Fall 2020 but before 4:45 pm 1 Hour 699 12/12/2020
08/26/2020
After 4:45 PM on
5 699 112/202
08/26/2020 3 Hours 6¢ 12/12/2020
Before 4:45 pm )
12/15/2020 0 Hours 699 1211272020
. After 4:45 pm 12/15/2020
Spring 2021 but before 4:45 pm 1 Hour 699 05/01/2021
01/13/2021
After 4:45 PM 01/13/2021 |3 Hours 699 05/01/2021
Before 4:45 pm
5 699 101/202
05/04/2021 0 Hours &€ 05/01/2021
After 4:45 pm 05/04/2021
Summer 2021 but before 4:45 pm 1 Hour 699 07/31/2021
05/28/2021
After 4:45 PM on
s 699 )7/31/202
05/28/2021 3 Hours &€ 07/31/2021
Before 4:45 pm )
08/03/2021 0 Hours 699 07/31/2021
After 4:45 pm 08/03/2021
Fall 2021 .
@ but before 4:45 pm 1 Hour 699 12/11/2021
08/25/2021
After 4:45 PM 08/25/2021 |3 Hours 699 12/11/2021
Before 4:45 pm
5 699 /117202
12/14/2021 0 Hours 65 12/11/2021
After 4:45 pm 12/14/2021
Spring 2022 but before 4:45 pm 1 Hour 699 05/07/2022
01/19/2022
After 4:45 PM on o
01/19/2022 3 Hours 699 05/07/2022




%Y ﬁ OPT Application Process

Make an appointment for OPT Processing by contacting

|ISSS at international@ua.edu or 205-348-5402 or book
an appointment online.

To see dates and times visit ISSS calendar.

You MUST bring the following to the
OPT Appointment:

o OPT form vital details (Page 4 of 0 Photocopies of:
the OPT Application Packet) All 1-20s,

o Signed responsibility agreement Main passport page, _
(Page 5 of OPT Application Packet) Most recent visa stamp (even expired),

: 1-94 record (can be accessed at
o Recommendation from your

_ : www.cbp.gov/i-94), and
Academic Adviser/Department o Photocopy of old EAD Card if ever on

U0 0 0

(Page 6 of OPT Application Packet) work authorization before

o Complete Form I-765 o Two identical passport photos -
WWW.USCIs.goV/i-765 (sample on 2 in. x 2 in. (or 5cm x 5¢cm)
Pages 8 - 14 of OPT Application a Check or money order for $410.00
Packet) made payable to “U.S. Department

of Homeland Security”


http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#opt
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mailto:international@ua.edu
http://sarsweb.ua-net.ua.edu/eSARS/CINTL_IS/eSARS.asp
https://www.ua.edu/events/category/24

s OPT Packet — Page 4

0o OPT Application Packet - page 4
CO”eCtS Vltal .detalls.' Please. type 105B.B. Comer Hall | Box 870254 | Tuscaloosa, AL 354870254 [TEL: 205-348-5402
respon ses dlrectly IntO the flllable INTERNATIONAT g UA EDU | HITP/INTERNATIONAT UA EDUISSS/

f BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
O rl I I . Full Name (as in passport):
Family' Last Name (Sumame) Given Mame (First) Middle Name (if any)

] Requested Employment Dates Date of Birth (mmm/ddyyyy - i.e. March 27, 1975): Gender: [ |male [ female

UA Campus-Wide ID (CWID) Number: SEVISI-20% N

a Must start within 60 days of — CoNTACE NFORMATION
your program completion date . —

o End date can be no later than R
12 months from your requested — T S——
start date (minus any pre- o T o St T oo ko e

[] Full-Time (More than 20 Hours/WEk)

completion OPT time) e — T e

F-1 OPT Optional
Practical Training

Capstone International Center
International Student & Scholar Services

Application

(mmm/ddyyyy - ie. Dec. 15, 2013)

campus now? _ HousWk
Have you completed more than 12 [Ives Have you received prior [] Yes » [ |Bachelor’s [ [Master’s [ |PhD
months (364 days) of full-time CPT? [Ne OPT Authorization? [INo
EMPLOYER DATA (IF ENOW
Employer Name & Address:
Supervisor’'s Name: Supervisor’'s Phone:
Supervisor’'s Email: Your Job Title:

DOCUMENT AND REQUIREMENT CHECELIST

[] Completed application form [] Completed Form I-765 - www uscis.gov/i-765

[] Signed Student Responsibility Checklist [] 2 passport-style photos (2 x 2 inches)

[] Academic Adviser's recommendation [[] CheckMoney Order to “Department of Homeland Security™
[ Copies of all 1-20s for $410

[ ] Copy of main passport page [] 1 academic year in status

[[] Copy of most recent visa stamp [[] Maintained foll-time envollment

[] Copy of I-94 - https://i94.cbp.dhs. gov/I94/request. html

ISSS NOTES Advisor’s Initials Date Received Date C leted

s

International Student & Scholar Services | University of Alabama | 105 B.B. Comer Hall | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254 | UsA
Phone: 205-348-5402 | Fax: 205-348-5406 | E-mail: international @ua edu | hip:/international ua eduisss’ | www.na edu

UA F-1 Optional Practical Training Packet. 022017
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5 OPT Packet Page 5

o Page 5 of OPT Application

While on practical training you must continue to abide by the rules and regulations governing your visa status. Flease

carefully read the statements below and place a check mark in the box next to each statement that applies to the ype af

L ] L] L ] L ]
I a C ket I S a re S O n S I b I | I t practical training application that you are applying for. Sign at the bottom of the page. Your check marks and signature
indicate your understanding and agreement to abide by the statements made.
a g re e I I I e nt . OPTIONAL PRACTICAL TRAINING RESPONSIBILITY CHECKLIST

[] Tunderstand that Optional Practical Training has been rec ded by L tional Student & Scholar Services and that
I nmist obtain practical training authorization from the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) before I can begin

L]
o Please read each point ok
[] Iunderstand that I must notify International Student & Scholar Services immediately if, after applying for OPT, I

learn that I must take an additional course in order to graduate, as this will affect my work eligibility.

L]
Ca refu I I b efo re C h e C kl n a n d [] T understand that if post-completion OPT is recommended on the basis of having completed all course requirements for a
graduate degree and only thesis/dissertation remains. it is my responsibility to continue enrollment in thesis/dissertation credit

hours and make normal progress toward my graduate degree completion Intemational Student & Scholar Services may refuse

L ]
a re e I n to recommend a STEM OPT extension if I have not earned my degree at the time of applying.
. [] Iunderstand that the USCIS may refuse to grant practical training if I do not submit all of the required application materials
or fail to provide copies of all of the I-20s that have been issued to me at all the schools I have attended.
[] Tunderstand that International Student & Scholar Services is not responsible for the amount of time it takes for USCIS to
process my application.
[] Tunderstand that the period of practical training authorized by USCIS will allow me to work in my field of study only
during the dates specified on the Employment Authorization Document (EAD) issued by the USCIS.
[] Iunderstand that I mmst receive my EAD card and it must be at least the start date indicated on it in the authorized
employment period in order for me to begin employment.
[] Tunderstand that my passport must be valid at the time of optional practical training authorization and it is my
responsibility to maintain passport validity throughout the duration of my program.
[] Tunderstand that I am required by current immipration regnlations to report the following to International Student &
Scholar Services within 10 days of any change of: legal name; residential or mailing address; emplover name; emplover
address; and/or loss of employment.
[] Iunderstand that I am required by current immipration regnlations re-verify emplover and residential address information
with International Services every 6 months, even if there 1s no change.
[] Tunderstand that I may not accrue more than 90 days of unemployment during the initial 12-month OPT period.
[7] Iunderstand that if T travel before or after the EAD is issued, International Student & Scholar Services assumes no
responsibility for any difficulties I encounter. I also understand that (1) If I travel before the EAD 1s 1ssued then upon my
aftempt to re-enter the 1.5, [ may be asked for evidence to show that I am looking for a job, (2) if I travel after my EAD is
issued I can only reenter the U.S. to RESUME employment. which means that I must already have a job or a job offer. (3) I
acknowledge that if I travel while the EAD application is pending and the EAD card is issued prior to my refurn to the TU.S..
that I nmst have a job upon my re-entry to the U.S.
[] Iunderstand that it is my responsibility to obtain a travel signature from International Student & Scholar Services if [ am
going to travel outside the U.S. while I am on OFT and also understand that a travel signature is only valid for 6 months

during the OPT authorization period.
I certify that the above information is correct and complete, and that I shall notify UA of any change in my personal
information.
St : Date:

International Student & Scholsr Services | University of Alsbama | 105 B.B. Comer Hall | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254 | UsSA
Phone: 205-348-5402 | Fax: 205-348-5406 | E-mail: international @ua edu | hetp://imternational ua edufisss/ | www.na edu

LA F-1 Optional Practical Training Packet. 0872017
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o Recommendation from your
Academic Adviser/Department
page 6 of OPT Application
Packet)

o Make sure that the
graduation/completion date is
entered first and major/degree
field is second.

o For graduate students Iin
thesis/dissertation research
hours.

o For Pre-completion
internships/work that can’t be
authorized under CPT.

q OPT Packet Page 6 - Recommendation

Academic
Adviser’s

Capstone International Center
International Student & Scholar Services

Recommendation

105 BB. Comer Hall | Box 870254 | Tuscaloosa, AL 354870254 [TEL: 205-348-5402
INTERNATIONAL @ UA EDU | HTTP-/INTERNATIONAL UA EDU/SSS/

TO BE COMPLETED BY ACADEMIC ADVISER & CHAIR

Name of Student:

CWID Number: Level of Study:

Major Field(s) of Study:

UA Academic Department:

Adviser’s Name:

Adviser’s Title:

Adviser’s Phone Number: Email:

INSTRUCTIONS TO ACADEMIC ADVISER: Please select and complete the appropriate recommendation-type and sign at
the bottom.

RECOMMENDATION FOF. OPT AFTER. COMPLETION OF PROGRAM OF STUDY/GRADUATION

g letter is written to confirm that the above named student completedwill complete all requirements for his/her degree on

. In order for him/her to receive the full benefit of his'her education. it would be beneficial for

T to receive practical experience in the field of in this country. Therefore. [ recommend that
s'he be granted practical training.

[] RECOMMENDATION FOR OPT AFTER COMPLETION OF ALL GRADUATE COURSE REQUIREMENTS
above named student 1s a full-time graduate student in the Department of A
s completed all course requirements for the degree on and is taling additional research howrs in order
lete the dissertation/thesis. S/he expects to complete the degree by, - In order for the student
receive the full benefit of his/her education. it would be beneficial for him'her to receive practical training in the field of
beginning in this country. The stodent will continue to enroll in
dissertation/thesis research hours for the duration of the remaining academic program as required by the Graduate School.

RECOMMENDATION FOR. PRACTICAL TRAINING DURING SCHOOL VACATION PERIOD
The above named stodent is a full-time student in the Department of
cting to complete his'her degree by . The Department of
recommends that s/he be authorized practical training to engage in employment related to his/her program of study during
histher vacation period. We consider such an experience beneficial to a student's program of study.

RECOMMENDATION FOF. PART-TIME PRACTICAL TRAINING DURING ACADEMIC YEAR
The above named stodent is a full-time stodent in the Department of expecting to complete
his'her degree by - The Department of recommends that she
be authorized practical training to engage in part-time, off-campus, degree-related employment (20 hours/week or less) during
the academic year. We consider such an experience beneficial to the student’s program of study.

Required Signatures:

Adviser's Signature; S Date: _
Chair's Sig ] Date:

International Student & Scholar Services | Unfversity of Alabama | 105 B.B. Comer Hall | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254 | USA
Phone: 205-348-5402 | Fax: 205-348-5406 | E-mail: internationsl(@ua edu | hitp-//imternational ua edufsss’ | www.naedu
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A Photocopies of:

d all I-20s (only the 1st and 2nd
pages of the new I-20 or the 1st
and 3 of the old I-20 are
needed),

 Main passport page,

 Most recent visa (even expired),

[ I-94 record (can be accessed at
www.cbp.gov/i-94), and

[ Photocopy of old EAD Card if ever
on work authorization before

[ Two identical passport photos (2"x2")
(write the I-94 number & your name
on back in pencil)

s Borders

stoms and Border Protection
arica’

Admission (I-94) Number Retrieval

Admission (1-94) Record Number: 69000888062
Admit Until Date (MM/DD/YYYY): 10/110/2012

Details provided on Admission(l-94) form:

Birth Date (MM/DDYYYY): 01/01/1990
Passport Numbear:
Passport Country of Issuance: Mexico

Date of Entry (MM/DDIYYYY):  04111/2012

Individuals can visit www.chp.gov/194 to retrieve a copy

their electronic Form 1-94.

of


http://www.cbp.gov/i-94
http://travel.state.gov/content/dam/passports/FIG_cropper.swf

3 You MUST complete Form I-765 www.uscis.gov/i-765
[ Example on pages 8 - 14 of OPT Application Packet
[ Please type responses directly into the fillable form

A Print and sign the form in blue ink

Application For Employment Authorization

Department of Homeland Secu
1.8. Citizenship and Immigr

ion Serviees

uscls
Form I- 'mz

ik xtension

g astonisinsion
e
USCIS. "
Use
on

ity
| Atien Registration Number A
ijkmurlu

To be completed by an attorney or
| Board of Immigration | Check this box If

Action Block

Form G-28 | Attarney or Accredited Representative
USCIS Ouline Account Number (if any )

{ accredited represent| vy jc 3 new OPT

I am applying fa¥ Tselect anly ane box):
| perm
Replacemeat of lost, stolen, or

loyment

sion 10 neept en

Other Names Us:

Put NA in this field if you do
not have other names (e.g
maiden name)

Provide all other nam Sy

maiden name, and nicknames. If ¥0
camplete this section, use the s
Additional Infor

authorizaticn & ection of my
employment authorization doc OT DUE 1o
US. Cilanahip ad Imungrtion Serviss (USCIS)
NOT!

authorization document

Replacement {correstion) of an employment
due to USCIS error does mot.
uire o new Form 14765 and filing fee. Refer to

Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
Filing Fee sestian of the Form 1765 nsicustions for
details.

Le. [] Renewal of my permis st employment
(Attach a copy of your previous employmeat

authorization document,}

[Part 2. Tnformation About You

Your Full Legal Name
ity M
Lo FamilyName ;e
Lb. Given Name
s [ \
Le. Middie Name

2a.

. Given Name

Family Name
me)

(First Name}

T

.“.1 extra space o
ided in Part 6.

Middle Name

Middlc Name

Family Name |
(Last Name) |

uwcn Hame |_

Middlc Name |
L

Fage 1 of7

Recommend that you use IS55
address rather than your personal
o address (USCIS does not forward
7| mail). 1S5S address is as below

If you don’t have an S5N, you can leave
13b blank. You can then request an SSN
be issued for you by checking "Yes” on

14, 15, and completing 16 a, h & 17 a,b

art 2. Information Abouf You (coniinued)

Your U.S. Muiling Address

Sa. In Care OF Name (i any)

13T PV PO SOTaT ST

14, Do yu want the SSA 10 issue you s Secial Security card?
(Youfmust also enswer “Yes™ o ltem Number 15,
Comspnt receive a cand.)

€O UA 1555 Office

Clse Cee |

S.d. City or Town I Tuscaloosa

If using ISSS address
as the mailing
address, check “No” horize disclosure of

sue[ L] S5 21P Code 35487 ]

wrrent mailing address

same as your physical
Clves [N

u enswered “No” to ltem Number 6.,
physical address below.

by (200 Reeds stres:

i 17m
7h K ap. [Ise. [JFr [1580 ‘
7.e. CityorTown |Tuscaloosa ‘
7.d. State| AL T.e. ZIP Code |35401

information from this spplication to the SSA as required
forthe pupos of ssgning me m SSN wndsming e

Eyes [One
If you answered “Yes" 1o Item Numbers
wovide the information requested in Item
16,8, - 17.b

14, - 18,
Number

Father's Name

Provide your father's birth name.

168, Family

o [preppane ]
ey (Blophene

161, €

[rmere ]

€)
Mother's Name

Provide your mother's birth name,

Family Name
(e [Brophane

Other Information vbGveName [T
(First Name) [ALdce -
8 Alln Registation Numbsr (A-Namber) (fa)
B A Only check ~Ves” ffyou P Countries of Citizenship or
9. USCIS Online Account Number (if had an EAD. tfyou check
where you are currently a citizen or national.
“Yes", use Part 6 (page o 1o complete this flem,
1. [ Male | 7) to provide detalls 6. Additional Inforn
1. ital Status 16.a. Country _

[X] Single  [] Married ] Divorced ] Widowex

12 Have you previously filed Form 17657
Rves

Has the Social Sccurity Administration (SSA) ever
officially issued a Secial Secur

CINe

NOTE: 1f you answered “No” to Item Number 13.a.,
skip to Item Number 14, 1f you inswered “Yes™ o Item
Number 13.a., provide the information requesied in Item
Number 13.

[cina ]

Form 1765 0831118

[Part3. A‘pplimnl‘;ﬁlnleml;ﬂ. Contact |
on, and |

ifical

Information, Declaration, C:
Signature

NOTE: Read the Penalties section of the Form 1-765
this 5 u must file

Instructions before . Yo

Form 765 while

complel

Copies of any documents | have submitied are
nal documents, and | underst

lbmit eriginal deet
ore, ize the releasc c\f'\\
from say and all of my records that USCIS m

thelLy cermine mp elighilty forth immigration b
Applicant's Statement Check this box to verify that you
HOTE: can read and
applicale, select the bor for Hem Number 2. English, and you have read and
] 1 can read and understand English, and | have read understand every question.
and understand every question and insiruction on this  SPROTRERERTTS TRE Ty BYoETes TTAEEwT

application and my answer to every question,

Lb. [ The interpreter named in
question and instruction on this app
ey question in

everything.

2. [ Atmy request, the preparcr named

prepared this application for me based only upon

informatien | provided or authorized

5

2057654321

Applicant's

mail Address ((f any)

6 [ Select this box if you are a Salvadoran o Guaten
ible for benefits under the AR

Bkl
settlement agreement

h T am fluent, and | understood

biometrics, | will be required to sige

10 me every
ation and my

2 All o th
atthe time of filing.

1 cenify, under pe

ny applicaiion and any dosument subritied Wi
provided o uthorzed by me,thi  eviewed

/o signature) and, ot that time, if | am requires
th reaf.

formation was complete, lrue, and corr

Applicant's Declaration and Certification

exaet phot
and that U

o USCIS at a bater

ny iwr«n atian

nclwtlhl Iseek

contained in this
y LS

essary for the
ration law

ear for an
s, ph

0 provi
ming that

1) | eviewed and understood il of the information
and submitted with, my apglication; and

ty of perjury, hauuuma'rmm jon in

and undmsum

08/08/2018

NOTE TO ALL APPLICAN

in the Instructions,

Certification, and Signature

1fyou do not completely fill
ut his application or failfo submit required documents isted
sy deny your application.

Part 4. Interpreter's Contact Information,

Provide the following information shout the interpreter

Interpreter's Full Name

If you use an interpreter, I.n.  Interpreter's Family Name {Last Name} B
provide Interpreter’s name, I
otherwise, put NA in 1a, b and Iterpreter’s Given Name (First N
leave all fields in Part 4 blank [N —‘
z Name (if any)
Fom 1765053118 Pege dar


http://www.uscis.gov/i-765
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#opt

I-765 Filing Fee —
Check or Money Order

1 ‘\' ~ q
by .
SO,

Sample Person
1 Main Street 1001

Tuscaloosa, AL 00000 Date 12/23/2016

et U.S. Department of Homeland Security $ 410.00

Four Hundred and Ten Dollars 00/100 Dollars

Memo QPT Application Fee YOUR SIGNATURE
W2 3ILSEPB. SB7ESLT LOOD

A I-765 Filing Fee must be paid by check or money order for
§410._00 made payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland
ecurity”



ﬁ Submitting OPT Application to USCIS

During OPT Processing Apfomtment ISSS will help you put the OPT
packet together and will give you instructions on how to mail the
al|1:plcllcatcllc|>n, but it is your responsibility to mail the application before
the deadline.

USCIS must receive your application within the 30 days of issuing the
new I-20 that recommends OPT.

In general, OPT applications should be
mailed to:

USCIS Dallas Lockbox:
USPS Deliveries:

USCIS

PO Box 805373

Chicago, IL 60680

Express Mail/Courier Deliveries (FedEX/UPS/DHL):
USCIS - I-765 C03

131 South Dearborn - 3rd Floor

Chicago, IL 60603-5517

It is recommended that applications be sent with a tracking number so
that you can track the delivery of your application to USCIS. Please keep
the record of your tracking number in case we need to contact USCIS
about the case.



If, after applying for OPT, you learn
you have to take another course...

X . q
\
Sy
>

————

Your OPT is based on your having completed your
degree (undergrad students) or at least your
coursework (grad students).

If you learn that you must take an additional course in
order to graduate, then you must do the following:
eMake an appointment to talk with an ISSS advisor to discuss

the consequences to your OPT application and any actions
that you need to take.



If, after applying for OPT, you learn
you have to take another course...
(continued)

9

——

o If USCIS has not yet processed your OPT application, it
may be possible to withdraw it so that you can reapply at a
later date. It is at USCIS’s discretion as to whether they will
approve your request.

oIf USCIS has already approved your OPT and you have
passed the end-date on your I-20, then you cannot
withdraw your application, and you may only work 20 hours
or less per week on your OPT until you have completed
your required course and all degree requirements.

e Students in eligible STEM fields cannot apply for a STEM
extension unless they have earned their degree.



Canceling or Withdrawing OPT
Request

A 5 q
ke :
R

>

A Prior to mailing the OPT application to USCIS:

dMake an appointment to meet with an ISSS Advisor to
requesting cancellation of OPT

ISSS will cancel the OPT recommendation in SEVIS and
a new I-20 will be issued to you

 After mailing the OPT application but before USCIS
approves:

dMake an appointment to meet with an ISSS Advisor to
discuss options for withdrawing the I-765 petition.

dThere is no guarantee that a request to withdraw an I-
765 will be honored by USCIS.



USCIS will send a receipt notice . o some
(Form I-797) in the mail within 2 ey B B Geinl N
to 3 weeks to the address that you
indicated on your I-765 form. Avoid Scams

We want to make sure our applicants know
how to obtain legitimate and accurate legal
advice and assistance when applying for

To CheCk the Status Of you r immigration benefits.
a ppl icatio n : Find a list of accredited representatives and

free or low-cost legal providers and other
resources.

eAccess the USCIS Case Status
Search Page: www.uscis.qov

l\ AL “
N (<<6

- ~

File Online Manage Your Case

eEnter your “YSC, SRC, EAC, WAC, or -
LIN Application Receipt Number” - S ||

X b R 1 2 4 7 Filing a form online is easier and faster than paper filing. It gives you a
n simple and personalized way to track your case online. You can also
ac el ices.
ccount

It will inform you if your application is in
process, if they have requested further
information, or if it has been approved
or mailed.



http://www.uscis.gov/

5 Employment Authorization
S 7' Document (EAD)

USCIS work authorization is issued in the form of
An Employment Authorization Document (EAD).

i ooz IS T PR RS O T e
A e
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! 200D1012MT110510BETHS<<<<<<<<L<d
SPECIMEN<<TESTAVOID<<<<<LLLLLL

T Voo ]
. — . :

The validity dates indicate the period an authorized F-1 student is
eligible to work in the United States.



’ 3 Work Authorization &
- ¥ Maintaining F-1 Status

In order to begin working:

e You must have the physical EAD card in your posession
(not an online approval notification or scan); AND

e The date must be within the EAD work authorization period
(the “Valid From” and “Card Expires” dates listed at the
bottom of the EAD Card)

(i -

2,

Employment/Training is required to maintain F-1
status while on OPT.

- Must report employer contact information to ISSS within
10 days of starting, changing, and ending employment

- Cannot accumulate more than 90 days (aggregate) of
unemployment during initial OPT authorization period.

- Again, Employment/Training can be paid or unpaid.



-

2,

q Work Authorization &
-_ ¥ Maintaining F-1 Status (continued)

You may have multiple employers and/or change employers as
long as each job is directly related to your major area of
study and you report changes in employment to ISSS.

If you lose your EAD card:

e You may continue working with your same employer as long
as it is still within the authorization period.

e If you plan to change employers or travel, you must apply for
a replacement EAD card with ISSS, submitting a new I-765
application and fee to USCIS along with the same documents
from the original OPT application.



e ﬁ Responsibilities While on OPT

Submit copy of EAD to the ISSS (if the card was mailed to you
directly rather than sent to ISSS)

E-mail a Scanned Copy to: international@ua.edu

Obtain a job in your major field of study.
Work only within the authorized work period.

If traveling, obtain ISSS advisor’s travel signature no older than 6
months from the day you plan to re-enter the U.S.

OPT is terminated if your SEVIS record is transferred to another
institution to begin a new program of study or if you request a
new I-20 to start a new degree program with UA.


mailto:international@ua.edu

(i -

4.6
s

) Mandatory Reporting

- ¥ Requirements
o Report the following with 10 days of any update or change
by emailing us at international@ua.edu:

— All new employers (business name, address, supervisor,
and supervisor’s contacts),

— Any changes of name,

— Any change of your home address or email address or
phone number, and

— Any interruptions of employment

* Re-verify employer and residential address information with
International Services every 6 months, even if there is no
change.


mailto:international@ua.edu

- 5 Renewing Driver’s License

If OPT has been approved, you should be able to renew your AL
Driver's License with the following:

O Employment Authorization Card (EAD Card)

O New, valid 1-20 endorsed for OPT on Page 2

4 Valid passport

Q Letter from ISSS verifying your F-1 status and OPT

If OPT approval is pending, the DMV Office in Tuscaloosa has
confirmed that it will use the dates of OPT recommendation on the
2nd page of the 1-20 as confirmation of status. Please note that
other DMV Offices may not have the same interpretation. You
should be able to renew your AL Driver’s License in Tuscaloosa

with the following:

O New, valid 1-20 endorsed for OPT on Page 2

4 Valid passport
O Letter from ISSS verifying your F-1 status and Pending OPT




L ﬁ Travel while on OPT

If OPT has been approved, you should travel with the following

documents:

O Valid I-20 endorsed for OPT (PLEASE NOTE: ISSS Advisor’s travel
signature is only valid 6 months while on OPT)

d Valid F-1 visa

Q Valid passport (must be valid 6 mos. beyond date of return to the U.S.)
O Employment Authorization Card (EAD Card)

Q Letter from your employer verifying your employment status

If OPT approval is pending, travel is not advised as there is greater
risk of being denied re-entry. If you must travel while OPT is
pending, you must also carry the following documents:

Q Valid I-20 endorsed for OPT with an ISSS Advisor’s travel signature from
last 6 months

d Valid F-1 visa

Q Valid passport (must be valid 6 mos. beyond date of return to the U.S.)
O USCIS Service Center Receipt Notice of OPT application

Q Job offer letter from a U.S. employer (if you have received one)




SR ﬁ I-9, Social Security, and Taxes

o 1-9: All employees in the U.S. must complete Employment Eligibility
Verification 1-9 Forms with their employers within 3 days of starting
employment.

o Social Security: Employment in the U.S. requires a Social Security
Number (SSN). If you do not have an SSN, you must apply for a SSN
using your EAD Card. You can apply for an SSN in the I-765 petition.

o Taxes:
Social Security and Medicare Taxes

Typically, non-resident F-1 students with authorized OPT are exempt
from Social Security (F.I.C.A) and Medicare taxes as long as you
continue to declare non-resident status for tax purposes.

Federal, State, and Local Taxes

Federal, state, and local taxes will be withheld from your paycheck by
employers unless you qualify for a tax treaty exemption.

(More information also available at the IRS website)



https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Foreign-Students-and-Scholars

Questions? Concerns?
Queries? Doubts?




THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA’

THE CAPSTONE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

International Student & Scholar Services

OPT STEM Extension
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/
student-employment/#stem



http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem

o ﬁ STEM 24 Month OPT Extension

Some students may be eligible for a 24-month OPT extension if all
filing criteria are met.

Student Requirements:

O Completed a STEM degree - http://www.ice.gov/sevis/stemlist.htm (Note:
may be based on a previously obtained degree from an accredited, U.S.-
based institution and earned within the past 10 years)

O Must be currently engaged in Post-completion OPT

O Student must complete an 1-983 Training Plan with their Employer
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-and-the-form-i-983.

O Must have maintained valid F-1 status during Post-completion OPT
d Including reporting all changes of personal and employment info
O Have not accumulated more than 90 days of unemployment/inactivity

d The 24-month extension is possible twice per lifetime. Eligible for a second
STEM extension after completing a subsequent, higher STEM degree.

O Must submit a timely-filed STEM extension application
A prior to EAD expiration — as early as 120 days before OPT expiration,
but preferably at least 90 days before OPT end date



http://www.ice.gov/sevis/stemlist.htm
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-and-the-form-i-983

%Y ﬁ STEM 24 Month OPT Extension

Employer Requirements

O Must be currently registered and in good standing with the USCIS E-Verify
program.

O Employer must provide E-Verify Company/Client Identification Number (a
5- or 6-digit number issued by DHS) to applicant as it must be entered
onto the I-765 application form as well as the employer’s EIN tax id
number.

d As a participant in E-Verify, employers are required to verify all newly hired
employees, both U.S. citizens and non-citizens.

U Employer must complete an |-983 Training Plan with the student —
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-and-the-form-i-983;
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/1-983.pdf.

O Employer must agree to report termination or departure of OPT employee
to UA International Student & Scholar Services.


http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=4ee4be0cbcf90110VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2411c9ee2f82b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=73ddd59cb7a5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-and-the-form-i-983
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf

5 STEM OPT Application Process

If you are not working in the F |
. Capstone International Center F-1 OF!T S_TEM
Tuscaloosa-area, submit il i

scanned copies of documents -

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

b e I OW Vi a e m a i I to el e (e oy Family/ Last Name (Sumams) Given Name (Firse) Middle Nams (if any)
international@ua.edu with A — cev 200 ~ I
“Attn: STEM Extension p——— E—
Application” as the email m—

ACADEMIC PROGEAM (MAJOR AND GRADUATION DATE)

L] L]
I: vour STEM Extension based on your current/most recent
u J I degres or a previous degree” Degree Level: [ | Bachelor's [ | Master’s [ | Doctoral

CurrentMost Fecent Degree from UA » Academic Major(z):
[[] Previous Degres

Graduation Diate:

NOTE: Include copies of diploma and transenpts for degree(s)

N N o N e o (mmm'ddyyyy - Le Dec. 15, 2013)
Must be on STEM List: http://wanwr ice. gov/sevisistemlist him.

Current OFT
End-date:

You MUST submit the following for

STEM OPT processing: S—

o STEM OPT Application Packet e~ ————
(page 3 collects vital details - e TamET ] e £ Va5
please type responses directly into [ —
the f|” able fo rm) [ Signed Student Responsibility Checklist https:/studvinthestates dhs zovstudents-and. the-form 1983

Have you received prior OPT STEM | [] Yes » [ |Bachelor’s [ [Master’'s [ |PhD
Authonzation? [¥e

EMPLOYER DATA (REQUIRED FOR ALL OPT STEM EXTENSIONS)

[ Copies of all I-20s [] Copy of current EAD Card for OPT
[] Copy of main passport page [ Copy of Diploma Transcripts {(mcluding for previous STEM
[] Copy of most recent visa stamp degree if STEM extension 15 based on previous degres)
D Req u este E m p Oy m e nt Da tes [] Copy of 1-94 - hitps://i94.chp. dhs. 20w/ 194/ request htm] | [ | Employer's E-Verify Number
] Completed Farm I-765 - morw.uscis gov/i-765 ] Tob Offer Employment Letter

. . L] 2 passport-style photos (2 x 2 inches) ] Mo more than 90 days of unemployment during current OPT
Q Wl I I CO ntl n u e 24 m O nth s fro m ] Check to “Department of Homeland Security” for $410 | [| Maintained F-1 Status

[] Feported all Address, Mame, Email, & Emplovment changes

C u rr e nt O PT e n d _ d at e 1555 NOTES Advizor's Initials Date Received Date Completed

International Student & Schelar Services | University of Alabama | 105 B.B. Comer Hall | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254 |USA
Phone: 2035-348-5402 | Fax: 205-348-3406 | E-mail: infernationali@ma edu | hitp/international ua eduisss’ | warwua edu

UA F-1 OPT STEM Packet, 09/2017



mailto:international@ua.edu
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem

5 Responsibility Agreement

You MUST submit

Whils on practical raining you must continue to abide by the rules and regulations governing your visa starus. Please
cargfully read the statements below and place a check mark in the box next 1o sach statement thar appliss to the npe of

]
c O n t I n u e d " practical mraining application that you are applving for. Sign ar the borom of the page. Your check marks and signamre
| ] indicate your undersianding and agresment te abide by the statemeniz mads.
0 P a g e 4 Of S I E M O PT OPTIONAL PRACTICAL TRAINING RESPONSIBILITY CHECKLIST

[] I understand that a 24-month STEM OPT extension will be recommendad by International Student & Scholar Services on a

. u u new I-20) and acknowledge that this does not ensure STEM extension approval
A p p | I Cat I O n P a C ket I S a [ 1 understand that T must meet all extension requirements including being employed with an employer who is part of the E-
wvenfy program in order to be granted a 24-month STEM extension.
] ngn [[] Tunderstand that [ am requred by cwrent immipration regulations to complete an I-983 Traming Plan with oy employer
re S O n S I b I I It a re e m e nt and submit it to International Student & Scholar Services - https: studvinthestates dhs zov/students-and-the-form-i-983.
p y g . hitps:/'www.ice. gov/sites/default/files/documents Document'2016/1-983 pdf, and that any change m my employment or change

of emplover will require submassion of 2 new Form I-983.

. [ Tunderstand that USCIS may refuse to grant a STEM extension if T do not submit zl] required application materials.
D P | e a S e re a d e a C h p O I n t [ T understand that my STEM extension materials must be timely-filed and received by the USCIS Servics Center with
Junsdiction ever my cwrent place of residence prior to my 1mhal OFT EAD authonzation end date in order to be eligible for

N the automatic extension of status and weork authenzation until a final decision on the I-765 or for 180 days (whichever is first).
Ca refu I I b efo re C h e C kl n [[] Tunderstand that USCIS and SEVP adwise agamst changing employers while the [-763 is pending, since the I-765 names a

y specific employer and that I should consult with an attormey regarding the effect of changing to an employer that 1= not the

. employer named on the I-765 while my I-765 15 stll pending.

a n d a re e I n [] Tunderstand that T am required by current immigration regulations to make a 12-Month and 24-Month 1-983 Report, by
g g . completing and submotting a salf-evalustion using the [-983, sigmed by the employer and submrtted to Intermational Student &

Scholar Services at months 12 and 24 of the STEM Emplovment Period.

[ Iunderstand that I am required by current immigration regulations to report the following to International Student &
D P | e a S e C h e C k b Ot h t h e Scholar Services within 10 days of any change of: legal name; residential or mailing address; emplover name; employer
address; andfer loss of employment.
N [[] Tunderstand that I am required by cwrrent immmigration regulations re-verify employer and rasidential address information
to a n d b Otto m O rt I O n S with International Student & Scholar Services every § months, even if there i no change.
p p . [[] T understand that I may not aecrue more than 150 days of unemployment during the combined 36 months of OPT
authorization (mitial OPT authonzation throngh STEM extension period).
[ 1understand that thoush I may change employers after being granted 3 STEM extension by USCIS, all of my employvment
must be m my major field of study and with an employer who 15 a part of the E-venfy program.
[[] 1 understand that T am enly autherized to work until the end date indicated on the Employment Authorization Document
(EAD) 1ssued by USCIS for my 24-month STEM extension.
[] Tunderstand that International Student & Scholar Services advises agamst traveling while mry initial EAD card is expired
and I have not yet received my new EAD card for mv STEM extension.
[ Iunderstand that if I travel before or after the EAD is issued, International Student & Scholar Services assumes no
responsibihity for any difficulties I encounter. I also understand that (1) If I travel before the EATY 15 15sued then upon my
atternpt to re-enter the U5 | T may be azked for evidence to show that T am locking for a job, (2) of I travel after my EAD 1=
1s5ued I can only reenter the 1.5, to RESUME employment, which means that I must already have a job or a job offer, (3) I
acknowledge that 1f T travel while the EATY application is pending and the EATY card 15 1ssued prior to my return to the US|
that I must have a job upon oy re-entry to the US.
[ Tunderstand that it 15 my responsibility to obtain a travel siznature from International Student & Scholar Services if T am
going to fravel outside the U5 while T am on OPT and also undsrstand that a travel signature iz only valid for 6 months
duwing the OFT authonzation period.

I certify that the above information is correct and complete, and that I shall notify TA of any change in my personal
information.

Siznature: Drate:

International Student & Scholar Services | University of Alabama | 105 B.B. Comer Hall | Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254 | USA
Phone: 205-348-5201 | Fax: 205-348-5406 | E-mail: internationaliiua edu | hirp-/international ua edun'izzs’ | warw.na edu

UA F-1 OFT STEM Packet, 0%2017


http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem

d STEM OPT Application Process
(cont.)

3 You MUST bring a complete Form I-765 www.uscis.gov/i-765
d Example on pages 6 — 12 on STEM OPT Application Packet
[ Please type responses directly into the fillable form

A Print and sign the form in blue ink

Recommend that you use 1S58 If you don't have an SSN, you can leave
. ) — address rather than your personal 13b blank. You can then request an SSN
Application For Employment Authorization m&:'};(‘s | address (USCiS does not forward be issued for you by checking "Yes” on
Department of Homeland Security C | mail). ISSS address is as below | | 14,15, and completing 162, b & 17a, b i ¥
ULS. Citizenship and Immigration S T Tt AR Y or (eoied) Pt : Part 3. Applicant's Statement, Contact | Appiicant's Declaration and Certification
= (123456789 nformation, Declaration, Certificatios | ubriitied are exact photocopies

L wat the SSA o s you s Sosal Securty cand? Fscimtaiea UECIS s
o ltem Number 15., NOTE: Res ny i

eive a card.) Instructio

Mailing Address 14

docume

|0 Asthorization/Esizasion Fes Stamp Action Block Your L.
Valid From

ion of the Form 1768
section, You must file

must also answer “¥
Cunsknt for Disclosure,

the Penalties
before completing

S In Care O Name (if sny)

rds that USCIS may
ration benefit th

for | utborimionttcnion SO UAISS OfMice Form 1765 while in the United Ststes ctermine my eligibilisy for the immi
afid Throog! et Had -
uscis . Strect Numb<t |7 400 mccorvey Or., Box 870254 2 1f vou gnswered “No™ to Ttem N Applicant's Statemer Check this box to verify that you
L L — se Clap. Oise. O | Wfusing ISSS address pber 18a. 1fyoy answered o can read and understand
& s [ Apt €. .  must also answer “Yes” ta ltem NOTE S—— "
Al gl iaten Himi = ';;"9 mai':inak o poe .dl‘u selct the b for tem Number 2 English, and you have read and
| 1 Sd. Cityor Town | Tuscaloasa address, check “No’
| Remarks are: 1 authorize disclosure of La. [] Feon read and underst understand every question.
se. swe[G ] s 2P coce ssamn 1 nforma ‘application 0 the SSA as required e e lLsL
_— S —— = | for the purpo igning me an SSN and issuing me pplication sed. andlor signature) snd, f
- —_—————— T Social Security card. = picmetris, | will be r
Tobe by an attorney or | [ ] Select Form G-28 | Attorney or Accredited Representative ‘ o et Bl s yormdicd ¥ Bves Lb., [] The interpret art 4, read o me every meirics, | will be e
resthy aitached, USCIS Online Account Number (if any) - o question snd an this applieation and my
Board of Immigration [ Check this box If u A Oves BN NOTE: 1 you answered “Yes” o liem Numbers i
secrediied reprincat] i | 14. - 15, provide the information requested in |
‘ this Is a new OPT — ——— | pswered “No" to Item Number 6., Numbers 16.a, - 17
> START HERE - Type of Put NA in this field if you do ‘address below. — nd | undersiood

at this degree level
= d with it were

nd understand
d with, my

not have other names (e.g
maiden name)
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Provide your father's birth name,

¥ 2. [ Atmy request, the preparer n
16.a. F Nam -
{Lasi Name)

Other Names Us

]
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o1

far ey 200 Reeds Strest
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preparcd s app
semation |
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Y [[a7] 7. 2P Cade 35402 N - -
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- S ——— e — (First Name) [A2159
—_— 2057654321

arization docu jue to USCIS error does not
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Filing Fee section of the Form 1-765 Insructions for 34 g e
further details, Mt N I ()] ‘ 9. USCIS Online Account Num y had an EAD. Ifyou check
" T

or damaged employment
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(Last Name}

08/08/2018
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shefhone Number
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http://www.uscis.gov/i-765
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem

5 1-983 Form

You MUST submit
(continued):

0 You and your Employer
must complete an [-983
Training Plan—
https://studyinthestates.d
hs.gov/students-and-the-
form-i-983;
https://www.ice.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/D

OMB AFFROVAL NO. 1653-0054

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY ME MPERTUAL MO, EIn

U5 Immigration and Customs Enforcement

TRAINING PLAN FOR STEM OPT STUDENTS
Science, Technology. Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Optional Practical Training (OPT)

SECTION 1: STUDENT INFORMATION {Completed by Student)

Deskgratad "‘d‘u::ol omMmdal (DSC) ‘Jan'e and Col'b:lci Informiation:

Shudent Mame (Surmame/Primary Name, Glven Mame): Student Emall Address:
STUDENT, John/Jane Jstudent@crimson . ua. edu
MName of School Recommending Mame of School Where STEM SEVIS S:huo Code of School Recommending STEM OFT (Including 3
STEM CPT: Degrae Was Eamed: digit sufix) Should start the
day after 12-month
University of Rlabama ATLZ14F011 Ly o .
Student SEVIS ID No- STEM OPT Regdested P ) T ends

Fram:
Too
H
Qualfying Major and Classification of Insinuctional Programs (CIF) Code: .
LR

Lewsli of Gualtying O . - -
SielType of Dualying Degree - CIP Code is indicated on page
Date Awarded jmm-ae-yyyy): ™ 3 of the old 1-20 {w/f Barcode)

or in Program of Study Section
on page 1 of the new [-20.

Eased on Prios Degree? [ Yes [] Mo

Emgpioyment Authortzation Numbar

SECTION 2: STUDENT CERTIFICATION
| declare and aMfim under penalty of parjury that the statements and Information made herein are frue and comeet 1o the best of my knowiedge,
Information and bebst. | understand that the law provides savers panalties for knowingly and willfuily falsifying or concealing 3 maserial fact, or using
any faise document In the submission of this farm,

ocument/2016/1-983.pdf

o A sample form can be
found on Pages 13 — 17

of the STEM OPT
Application Packet

I certify that:
1. | Nave reviewed,understand,and wik anere to tis Training Pian for STEM OPT Students ("Pian’);

2. | will natify the DS0 at the eankest avallaole oppomUNIty If | bellzva that my empioyer s not providing me Wi aporoprate training as
delneated on this Flan;

L2

| understand Mat the Department of Homeland Sacunty [DHS) may deny, revokia, or tamminata the STEM OPT of stugenss whom DHS
getermines ars not engaging in OFT In complance WIth e 1w, Insuding the STEM OPT of ssents Who are not, or whose emplayers are
naot, complying With tis Pian;

My practical training opporiuniy Is directly reiated to the STEM degree that qualifies me for the STEM OPT extension; and

o,

1 will natify the DSO at the earliest avallaole opportunity regarding any materal changes to or deviations from this Plan, Including but not
Imited io, any change of Employer Identmcation Number resulting from 3 cOrporate resiluctuning, any noairivial reduction In compensaton
from the amount prévicusly submitied on the Plan that Is not fied to a redwetion In hours worked, any significant dagrease In hours per week
that | engage In a STEM {raining oppariunity. and any SeCrease I NOUrs D2iow e 20-Nours-Per-week MINMmUm required under tis e,

Signature of Stugent:

Printed Name of Student: STUDENT, John/Jane Diate (mm-do-yyyy 1

CE Form |-883 (7/18) Page 1of 5



https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-and-the-form-i-983
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#stem

(. q STEM OPT Application Process —
> Additional Documentation
You MUST submit Scans/

Photocopies Of: i;j 'U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Q3 All I-20s (only the 1st and 2nd pages | “ o
of the new I-20 or the 1st and 3 of
the old I-20 are needed),
0 Main passport page,
 Most recent visa stamp (even i
expired), e
[ I-94 record (electronic card can be S
accessed at www.cbp.gov/i-94),

1 Front and Back of current EAD Card
for OPT, and

A Diploma & transcripts indicating
completion of degree (including for
previous STEM degree if STEM
extension is based on previous
degree).


http://www.cbp.gov/i-94

VZ S .

) Completing STEM Application
- ¥ for shipping to USCIS

After ISSS processes your

new I-20 recommending a STEM
OPT extension, we will ship you the
complete packet.

You will attach the following

materials to the packet and ship to
USCIS directly:

pppppppppppp

nnnnnn
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

0 $410 check to the “U.S. Department | i

1001

Date 12/23/2016

$[__ 410.00]

Dollars

of Homeland Security”

Meme OPT Application Fee

YOUR SIGNAT

URE

 Two 2 x 2 passport style photos taken
within the past 30 days with your
name and [-94 number written in
pencil on the back;



http://travel.state.gov/content/dam/passports/FIG_cropper.swf

q Submitting Application to
s 9) uscrs

Mail the completed application to the correct USCIS Center.

In general, OPT applications should be
mailed to:

USCIS Dallas Lockbox:
USPS Deliveries:

USCIS

PO Box 805373

Chicago, IL 60680

Express Mail/Courier Deliveries (FedEX/UPS/DHL):
USCIS - 1I-765 C03

131 South Dearborn - 3rd Floor

Chicago, IL 60603-5517

There is an automatic extension of status and work authorization
up to 180 days while a timely filed STEM extension OPT
application is pending — meaning that you don’t need an EAD
card to continue working, just the I-797 receipt notice is
sufficient to prove timely filing.


https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses

" 3 Maintenance of Status While On

STEM Extension

[ Once your STEM OPT is approved, please submit a copy of new EAD
card to international@ua.edu

[ Cannot accrue a total of 150 days of unemployment over the 36
month OPT period (includes first 12 months and 24 month STEM
period)

O Reporting Requirements:
[ Report the following within 10 days of the change:
A legal name, residential or mailing address, email address,
employer name, employer address

O Must report above info to CIS every 6 months even if there is no
change

d 12-Month and 24-Month Evaluations: Must also complete and
submit a self-evaluation using the 1-983, signed by the employer
and submitted to International Student & Scholar Services at
months 12 and 24 of the STEM Employment Period.

A Can still benefit from the cap-gap provision at the end of the
STEM period.


mailto:international@ua.edu

International Student & Scholar Services

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA’

THE CAPSTONE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Cap Gap Extension

http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/
student-employment/#cap-gap



http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#cap-gap
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#cap-gap

ﬁ Cap-Gap Relief Provision

See: http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/
student-employment/#cap-gap

Students from any degree field can benefit from this
Brovision intended to eliminate the Cap-Gap (i.e. the gap

etween the end of your OPT and the beginning of a
cap-subject H-1B that starts on Oct. 1.)

Duration of status and work authorization is extended for F-1 students
on OPT whose emplover has:

[ Has been timely filed by a registered cap subject employer for a
registered and selected beneficiary (within the acceptance period
— after April 1, but before either the OPT period or 60-day grace
period expires)

d Requests an employment start date of October 1

[ Requests a change-of-status (rather than consular processing)

Extension of status and work authorization are automatically
terminated upon rejection, denial, or revocation of H-1B
petition.


http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#cap-gap
http://international.ua.edu/isss/currentstudents/student-employment/#cap-gap

R y Requesting a Cap Gap Relief I-20

Email scanned copies of the documents below to
international@ua.edu with the subject: "Cap-Gap Extension”:

d

4
4
4
4

Name

SEVIS number

CWID number

Employment start and end date as indicated on your current EAD Card

Proof of your H-1B Case:
A Proof of filing, or
A Proof of wait-listing, or
d Scanned copy of I-797 H-1B approval and/or receipt notice

Indicate whether you would like to pick up your document or have it
mailed to you. If we will ship this to you, please see our Document
Shipping Options page for instructions on completing the shipping request.



mailto:international@ua.edu
http://international.ua.edu/isss/future-new-students/document-shipping-options/
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