
 

July 17, 2026 
 
Dear UA International Students & Scholars,  
 
On Friday, July 17, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security published its final rule eliminating “duration of status” for 
individuals in F-1, F-2, J-1, and J-2 visa categories.  This rule will go into effect in 60 days on Tuesday, September 15, 2026. 
 
Under the new rule, F-1 students and J-1 students and scholars will be admitted to the U.S. for a fixed period of time – up to four 
years or through the length of their academic program, whichever is shorter.  Under the new rule, requesting extensions of visa 
status through USCIS under certain circumstances may be possible.   
 
This represents a significant change from past practice when a student or scholar’s status remained valid for the full duration of 
their academic program as long as they continued to maintain status, tied to the F-1 I-20 or J-1 DS-2019 validity dates.  
 
International Student & Scholar Services has been working closely with the Office of Counsel and other campus partners to 
prepare for the final rule. 
 
We are carefully reviewing the final rule to understand its full scope and potential impact. No action is required from students, 
scholars, faculty, or departments at this time. ISSS will share accurate and timely guidance on our Immigration Updates 
page (https://international.ua.edu/isss/immigration-updates/#ds) as it becomes available.  
 
International students, scholars, faculty, and staff are important to The University of Alabama’s academic mission and are 
valued members of our campus community. We recognize that developments in federal immigration policy can create 
uncertainty and concern, not only for members of our international community, but also for the faculty and staff who teach, 
mentor, conduct research with, and support them.  
 
In the coming weeks, ISSS will host virtual sessions to share the latest information directly with students, scholars, and others 
affected by the rule change and answer questions as more details emerge. We will post dates and times for these sessions on 
the ISSS website. 
 
International Student & Scholar Services continues to serve as the primary resource for immigration advising for international 
students and scholars. 
 
Other offices at UA are available to provide counseling services to help you be successful on campus, including: 

• Counseling Center 
• Student Care and Well-Being 
• Psychology Clinic 
• Employee Assistance Program (EAP) for Faculty and Staff 

 
The University of Alabama remains a welcoming institution for all students pursuing their educational goals.  
 
We will continue to share information and provide support as we navigate this development together.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Charter Morris 
Director, International Student & Scholar Services 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2026-14439
https://international.ua.edu/isss/immigration-updates/#ds
https://counseling.sa.ua.edu/
https://bamacares.sl.ua.edu/
https://psychologyclinic.ua.edu/services/
https://hr.ua.edu/wellness-work-life/employee-assistance-program/

